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1. WITH SHIHABI STILL UNAVAILABLE, IIMET WITH DAOUDI TODAY TO 
DISCUSS GENERAL QUESTIONS OF ISRAELI RESPONSE TO SYRIAN TROOP 
MOVEMENTS. AT END OF SCHEDULED HALF HOUR SESSION DAOUDI 
SAID THAT WHILE HE UNDERSTOOD OUR POINTS AND THAT I WAS NOT 
DELIVERING A SPECIFIC MESSAGE FOR THE PRESIDENT, HE WANTED ME 
TO RETURN LATER IN AETERNOON TO AGREE ON PRECISE WORDING WHICH 
WOULD BEST SERVE OUR PURPOSE. 

2. WHEN I MET WITH HIM AGAINAT 1700L, I EOUND DAOUDI QAS 
PARTICULARLY CONCERNED BY RISK THAT ASAD MIGHT 
INTERPRET OUR CONVEYING OUR VIEWS ON LIKELY ISRAELI REACTION 

AS MEANING USG WAS SUPPORTING THE ISRAELI THREAT. 

HE REMINDED ME THAT ASAD COULD, IF HE FELT HE 
WERE BEING THREATENED, REACT HIGHLY NEGATIVELY. IN THIS 
CASE SUCH REACTION WOULD CERTAINLY SERVE NEITHER 
SYRIAN NOR AMERICAN INTERESTS. I AGREED COMPLETELY AND SAID 

1 WAS NOT NEARLY AS UNHAPPY ABOUT THE JUNK I WAS READING DAILY 
IN SYRIA'S PRESS ABOUT US ME POLICY AS I WAS AT POSSIBILITY 
LEADERS LIKE ASAD MIGHT MISINTERPRET OUR POLICY. WE ACCORDINGLY 
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OF OUR CONVERSATION. IT OBSERVED THAT BECAUSE OE MY CONCERN OUR 
MESSAGE MIGHT APPEAR AS IF THE USG WERE PARTICIPATING IN AN ISRAELI 
THREAT, WHICH WAS DEEINITELY NOT THE CASE, I HAD HESITATED TO 
COMMUNICATE THE MESSAGE ITSELE. BUT I HAD CONCLUDED SUCH WOULD 
BE A DANGEROUS DISSERVICE TO THE SYRIAN-AMERICAN RELATIONSHIP AND 
THE ERANKNESS WHICH HAD CHARACTERIZED OUR EXCHANGES WITH THE 
SYRIANS OVER THIS CRITICAL ISSUE. 

3. 1 ENSURED DAOUDI DREW CAREEUL DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
POINTS IN REETEL PARA 3 AND "PERSONAL OBSERVATION" OE 
PARA 4. DAOUDI COMMENTED THAT I WAS POSSIBLY READING 
TOO MUCH INTO ASAD'S RESPONSE ON THE SECURITY FORCES ISSUE 
BUT HE WOULD BRING MY COMMENT TO THE PRESIDENT'S ATTENTION. 

SAID OBVIOUSLY I WOULD BE HAPPY TO LEARN THAT I HAD BEEN 
OEF BASE BUT THOUGHT MY INTERPRETATION IMPLICITE IN THE 
PRESIDENT'S WORDS AS DAOUDI HAD CONVEYED THEM LAST SATUR- 
DAY. 

4. DAOUDI PROMISED THAT ASAD WOULD HAVE REPORT TONIGHT. 

BY THE TIME OF OUR SECOND CONVERSATION, RABIN'S APRIL 14 
STATEMENT HAD JUST BEEN BROADCAST BY THE BBC TO THE EEEECT 
THAT ISRAEL WOULD NOT TOLERATE SYRIAN ACTIONS IS LEBANON 
BEYOND A CERTAIN POINT. THIS HAD EEEECT OE MAKING DAOUDI 
EEEL MORE COMFORTABLE ABOUT HIS DRAWING CLEAR DISTINCTION 
BETWEEN US AND ISRAELI POSITIONS. 

5. COMMENT: 

EOR THE EIRST TIME IN MY DEALINGS WITH DAOUDI, I 
EELT HE WAS GENUINELY EXERTING HIMSELE TO ENSURE THE 
BEST POSSIBLE RECEPTION OF OUR VIEWS BY ASAD. THE 
APPENDED COMMENT DESCRIBED PARA 2 ABOVE IN NO WAY DETRACTED 
EROM THE THRUST OE YOUR MESSAGE. DAOUDTS INITIAL REACTION 
WAS A EURTHER WARNING OE HOW SUSPICIOUSLY ASAD IS SCRUTINIZING 
OUR EVERY MOVE. 

MURPHY 
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